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TEMPORARY AND PERMANENT ABANDONMENT POLICIES

Region 2 - Charles Hildebrandt
The plugging deadline is set for 2 yrs. after cea51ng
1njectlon, follow1ng this deadline, the{ to
: : obtain an extensio

for P&A deadline.

. sl ) 8 X iabl con51der1ng the
51tuat10n and condltlon of the wells, reservoir pressures,
etc. Their DI program in New York has to deal with a lot of
older wells. Many of them have high reservoir pressure and

have been referred to DOJ to enforce plugging.

Region 3 - Steve Platt
Their program allows a well to be TA’d for 2 yrs., then they

must P&A or show reason to retain well w1th1n 90 days. In

addltlon to extend the TA status, -

fluid leve ge s to cri 1ca§' e1g e requlrements begin
including water quality checks for chlorldes, oil and
grease, etc.

Their program is mostly in NW Pennsylvania, 1lately there
has been coal bed methane activity in Virginia.

Region 4 - Mallory Miller
The TA perlod is. for 2 years, then must P&A o

The program is basically a 2 year clock and is malnly in
Kentucky.

Region 5

T ] itori The 2 year clock, MIT
procedures, etc. are written into e permit conditions.
The well must be tested or 40 CFR 144.52(a) (6) gives
operator right to request alternatives and extensions, but
these are considered special cases by Region 5.

The Class II wells in the DI program are located in Michigan
and are newer wells. The primacy states Indiana and
Illinois have oldest wells.

Chad Kinchloe
TA wells nust




Region 8 - John Carson
The UIC section monitors the annual reports for TA wells.
When one is discovered, a non-compliance letter is written
est an exte 51on. The

don t have any wells similar toﬁthe Osage. T §

Region 9 - Martin Zeleznik

California Division of 0il and Gas and Geothermal Recovery

(CDOGGR) - Mike Stettner
After a one year clock a well is switched from active to
inactive. Once inactive, the authority to inject is
suspended and must apply for authority to be reinstated.
Inactive wells are inspected annually by field, district
personnel. The oldest wells may require more monitoring,
but such cases are left up to the districts.

The "Idle Well Program™ includes all wells and annual tests
(such as RAT, etc.), similar to Osage. Requests for
-extension to plugging deadline is based on good engineering
and geology. California requires operators to provide
either an annual fee of $100 or post a $5000 bond for
plugging and abandonment. So far, an account set-up to fund
P&A operations brings in about $50,000 per year.

New Mexico 0il Conservation Division (NMOCD) - David Catanach 5
Once a well has gone through 6 months of non-injection, ;
-authority to inject is lost. An operator can have well put :

on TA for 5 years before renewing. The well must

Oklahoma Corporation Commission UIC -~ Bruce Langhus

is only for
well must either resume injection, convert to productlon, or
P&A.




Utah Division of 0il and Gas and Mlnlng (UDoGM) - Gil Hunt
with ustlflcatlon.

to pressure test (such as fluid monitoring)
S . of TA,

annual schedule.

UDOGM has included this ruling on TA wells into their UIC
regulations just last year.

Texas Railroad Commission (RRC) - Jeff Fuller
Some wells are on a 5 year schedule and some ar
2. annually).

istricts conduct inspect

a ‘pressure
tests are required before injection can resume.

Navajo Environmental Protection Administration (Navajo EPA) -~ Jim
Walker
Their regs are very much the Federal regs at this point in
their moving toward primacy. TA can be extended with proper
justification.




